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CONFERENCE SPEAKERS
James Bonello 
started his banking career with 
Barclays Bank in Malta in 1965, and 
has held various senior management 
positions in banking, including Head 
of Commercial Banking at HSBC Bank 
Malta, and also Executive Director on 
the bank’s Board. Between 1989 and 
1993, he was seconded to the Malta 
International Business Authority (now 
the Malta Financial Services Authority) 
where he served as Chief Executive. 
In 2004, he retired from HSBC and 
took over as Secretary General of 
the Malta Bankers’ Association, 
which position he still holds.

Manfred Galdes 
was appointed Director of the Financial 
Intelligence Analysis Unit and Secretary 
to its Board of Governors in 2008 after 
having held senior positions within 
the MFSA and with a professional 
firm, where he focused primarily on 
compliance and regulatory affairs. 
Besides chairing the Joint Committee 
on the Prevention of Money Laundering 
and the Funding of Terrorism, Manfred 
also represents Malta on the European 
Commission’s Expert Group on PMLFT. 

He is the FIAU’s representative on the 
EU’s FIU Platform, the Egmont Group’s 
Legal Working Group and the Maltese 
delegation to MONEYVAL. He is also 
a trained evaluator on the FATF 2013 
methodology and carries out country 
evaluations for the Council of Europe. 
Manfred lectures on the subject of 
prevention of money laundering and 
other areas of law, and has recently 
been appointed to sit on the Board 
of the Asset Recovery Bureau.

Juanita Bencini 
is the Partner leading the Risk 
Consulting Advisory Services team 
at KPMG Malta. She has extensive 
experience in all sectors of the 
financial services industry with a 
particular focus on AML, built up 
over several years of assisting clients 
with their AML concerns. She is the 
President of the Institute of Financial 
Services Practitioners and chairs the 
PMLFT sub-committee, and the AML 
Committee of the Malta Institute 
of Accountants. She lectures in 
Prevention of Money Laundering at 
the University of Malta and is often 
asked to present on the topic.
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Michael Stellini 
is a lawyer by profession. He started 
his career as a legal advisor in an 
international trust and company 
service provider based in Malta 
before moving to the Maltese 
Financial Intelligence Unit, where 
he held the position of senior legal 
and international relations officer. He 
was then seconded to MONEYVAL at 
the Council of Europe as a national 
expert, and shortly after joined the 
secretariat as a staff member. He has 
since occupied the position of Head 
of the AML/CFT Monitoring, Training 
and Typology Unit at MONEYVAL.

Yvonne Willemsen
graduated in Philosophy at the VU 
University in Amsterdam. Since 1992, 
she has been working for the Dutch 
Banking Association. She is the Head of 
the Legal and Security Department and 
is responsible for all the topics relating 
to all non-commercial risks, including 
violent crime, AML/CFT and fraud 
risks. In this role, Yvonne represents 
the Dutch banks in consultations 
with the Ministries of Finance and 

Justice and relevant supervisory 
bodies. She is the Chairperson of the 
Financial Crime/ AML Committee of 
the European Banking Federation 
(EBF) and the Financial Crime 
Working Party of the International 
Banking Federation. Moreover she is 
the Dutch representative in several 
international committees and advisory 
boards, such as the EBF Physical 
Security Working Group, the Financial 
Sanctions Expert Group and the 
Cyber Security Working Group. 

Ronald Attard 
is the country Managing Partner of 
Ernst & Young in Malta. He also leads 
the transactions practice for EY in South 
East Europe. Over the years Ronald 
has led a number of due diligence 
and valuation engagements and has 
supported a number of companies 
in setting up in Malta. During recent 
years, Ronald also established a 
managed services centre in Malta 
which provides a number of services 
largely to the financial services industry. 
These services include support in 
KYC, AML, remediation as well as 
financial and regulatory reporting.
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Marc Alden 
is the leader of the tax practice at 
Deloitte in Malta and also forms part 
of the financial services practice of 
the firm. Marc has over 20 years' 
experience practicing in the field of 
corporate taxation with particular 
focus in the area of international tax 
services. He has advised clients across 
a number of industry sectors on a 
wide variety of international tax issues 
including cross-border acquisitions, 
corporate re-organisations, operational 
taxes and exchange of information 
obligations. Marc is a regular speaker 
both locally and abroad and is active 
in a number of local professional 
bodies, including the Institute of 
Financial Services Practitioners and 
the Malta Institute of Taxation.

Stephen Attard 
heads the Tax and Corporate Finance 
department at Ganado Advocates, and 
has advised and assisted international 
clients in respect of Maltese tax and 
corporate law aspects in a wide 
range of transactions over the past 
24 years.  His clients include various 
internationally-listed corporate 
groups, financial institutions, private 
equity and hedge fund promoters 
and managers, investment funds, 
privately-held corporate entities, and 
high net worth individuals. Stephen 
is a frequent speaker at domestic 
and international conferences, and is 
also a lecturer and examiner on trust 
law at the University of Malta. He is 
a Council member of the Institute 
of Financial Services Practitioners.
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Andrew Beane
joined HSBC in 2002 and has worked 
for the bank in the UK, Malta, USA, 
Hong Kong, Abu Dhabi and Dubai. He 
has extensive experience in Strategy 
and Planning and in Commercial 
Banking. Andrew was appointed 
Chief Executive Officer of HSBC Bank 
Malta in November 2015, returning 
to a business he last worked in back 
in 2003. Before returning to Malta 
he served as Chief of Staff to the 
CEO of HSBC Europe, Middle East 
and Africa and was a member of the 
Executive and Risk Committees of 
HSBC’s European operations. Andrew 
also represents the Malta Bankers' 
Association on the Board of Governors 
of FinanceMalta, and is a Non-Executive 
Director of HSBC Bank Armenia. 

Cynthia Borg 
was appointed as Head of Compliance 
and MLRO at Mediterranean Bank in 
May this year. She started her banking 
career 25 years ago, during which 
period she served as an Internal 
Auditor and Compliance Manager 
within HSBC Bank Malta. In 2013 she 
was appointed as the bank’s Head 

of Financial Crime for the Retail 
Banking and Wealth Management 
business within the bank, including 
Insurance and Asset Management. 
She was subsequently assigned a 
more focused role as the bank's 
Head of Global Standards and AML 
operations within the Retail Banking and 
Wealth Management areas, with her 
responsibilities including transaction 
monitoring and high risk client reviews.

John Scicluna 
started his banking career with Bank 
of Valletta 36 years ago. During that 
period, he served in various senior 
management posts, including Internal 
Audit and, for the past 14 years, as 
the bank's MLRO. In that position, 
he participated in three MONEYVAL 
National Evaluations as well as in 
the PMLFT National Risk Assessment 
Working Group. John is a regular 
visiting lecturer at both local and 
international events, and represents 
the Malta Bankers' Association 
on the Anti-Money Laundering 
and Anti-Fraud Committee of the 
European Banking Federation.


